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Who are we?

• Jennifer Russell- IDL 
• Andrew Hostad- USDA FS

Why are we here today? 

• To connect in the shared 
responsibility of reducing 
unwanted human caused fires.

Welcome!
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Wildfire in Idaho is a WHEN, not an IF



1 1 / 0 2 / 2 0 2 3 4

Changing Fire Behavior = Mitigation

Changing Human Behavior = 

PreventionRoadside 
Wildfire 

Mitigation & 
Prevention
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1. Highway District Operations- Wildfire prevention at home

2. Vegetative Management- Reducing wildfire potential along roadways 

3. Targeting roadway users- How to’s of wildfire prevention messaging   

4. Collaboration- No one agency can do this alone- leverage, leverage, leverage

What are we going to talk about today?
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Preventing Roadside Ignitions -We need to 
know what caused them?

• Wherever Roads Go Fire Eventually Follows

• Mechanical Failures, Trailers, and Hot Stuff

• The First 10 Feet From The Road Surface Is 
Crucial



• Fuel Breaks in Rights of Way

• Use of Inert Materials and Vegetative 
Setbacks

• Steep Grades – Areas  o f  Increased  
Risk
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Vegetative Management- What can we 
do to change wildfire behavior?



• Dedicated Personnel  and Equipment

• Fire Guard dur ing Roadside Operat ions

• Safety Protocols

• Response to Fire Incidents

11/ 02 /2 02 3 R OA D S I D E W I L D F I R E S 8

What can the Hwy Districts do to reduce 
their risk of causing a wildfire?



Idaho Case Studies

• BLM Paradigm Project
• IDL case study- roadside re ta rdan t  

application
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Electronic Signs

§ Use of Overhead Highway Signs

§ ITD protocol for use over 
interstate

§ Portable Electronic Signs

§ IDL case study results 
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What can we do to change 

people’s behavior?

Targeting your public with a call to 
action
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• Gas Station TV PSAs

• Radio PSAs

• Social Media- Outreach that 
engages and gets action!
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Targeting your public with 
a call to action- methods
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Radio PSAs
Can be very localized by zip code, market, etc.

Can target specialized demographic

Very affordable option- streaming services too!
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• Leveraging Social Media Platforms

• High Fire Danger Awareness 
Campaign

• Safe Trailer Towing Tips

• Vehicle Maintenance Reminders
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Social Media
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Collaboration

• Partnership opportunities

• Sharing resources
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Trailer Chain 
Cover Project
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Trailer Chain 
Cover Project
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Trailer Chain 
Cover Project
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• Recap of Key Points

• Importance of reducing roadside wildfire 

starts
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Tying it all together
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I Can’t Prevent Lightning.”
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Let’s hear from you! 
What have you tried? What worked? What not so much?

Questions & 
Discussion
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Thank you!


